What about John?

Mike and Mary have a 15 year old son named John who has autism. He is 6’1, has

curly brown hair, big, bright, brown eyes, big feet, and a wide smile. Because of autism,

he cannot communicate what he wants or what he needs, he is bipolar meaning he can be

emotionally unstable, and struggles with Obsessive Compulsive Disorder meaning he has

to have certain things in his life done certain ways to avoid temper tantrums. John is

healthy, but he has to take lots of medications and needs constant supervision. Even

though he can dress himself, he struggles with what an average person does daily

including washing himself, cooking his own food, entertainment, and schooling. He

cannot be left alone; he will always need somebody around to help him. Therefore, he

will never be self sufficient. John will live to normal life expectancy—he will live to be a

grown adult with all of the basic needs that a human adult needs: food, shelter, and

companionship.

By John’s 18th birthday, he will be eligible to live in a group home. A group home

is a single-family residential structure designed or adapted for occupancy by unrelated

developmentally disabled persons. The structure provides long-term housing and support

services. However, there is a high rate of physical, emotional, and sexual abuse in group

homes.

Mike and Mary love John very much. They have two other daughters but feel that

John is an exceptional asset to the family. If they send John to a group home he will have

constant supervision and be surrounded by other disabled people. But John is their son,

and by keeping him at home they can make sure that he is healthy and well cared for.

Questions:

What should Mary and Mike do: Keep John in their home or send him to a group home?

Why is that the right thing for them to do? What if something happens to his parents?

What will happen to John?

Next- 

Write what you would do? Take the stance of Mike and Mary, and take the stance

of John. What is he thinking? What would he want (what would you want)? Should loved

ones take care of another? Or should someone outside who maybe more qualified take

care of her?
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